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Additions to the flora of the Carolinas 

W. C. COKER 

Collections made at intervals at Chapel Hill, Orange County, 
North Carolina, and in Darlington County, South Carolina, have 
resulted in the addition of the following species to the known flora 
of these states : 

Acer floridanum (Chapman) Pax. 

This tree is not uncommon on the sandy banks and alluvial 
bottoms of Morgon's Creek near Chapel Hill, North Carolina. I 
have found it at several places here ; and there are a number of 
medium-sized trees on the streets in the town of Chapel Hill that 
have been brought in from the surrounding country. In the creek 
bottoms the tree grows to a large size, forty feet or more high and 
two or more feet in diameter. The species has not been reported 
before from North Carolina, and the only South Carolina collec- 
tion seems to be from " near Charleston " by J. H. Mellichamp 
1896 (herb. N. Y. Bot. Garden). It is possible that this collection 
was made from a tree brought in from a distance and planted by 
Michaux, but supposing it to be native at Charleston, the discovery 
of this species at Chapel Hill extends its known range about 230 
miles northward. 

Acer floridanum seems to approach nearest to Acer leucoderme 
Small, but according to Dr. Small the two are quite distinct, not 
only in characters of foliage and fruit, but also in habit. I have 
not seen A. leucoderme in the field, but it is said to be a shrub or 
small tree, preferring rocky banks in the piedmont or middle dis- 
tricts, while A. floridannm is a large tree of alluvial bottoms, and 
confined principally to the coastal regions. That A. Icitcoderme 
also is present in Orange County seems certain, as it has been col- 
lected in the adjoining county of Durham to the east (herb. N. Y. 
Bot. Garden, from Biltmore Herb.). 

Habenaria Nuttallii Small. 

Collected in wet soil on the south side of Paper Mill Lake, 

635 



636 Coker : Additions to the flora of the Carolinas 

Hartsville, South Carolina, August, 1908. This orchid has not 
been collected before in the state of South Carolina, and only at 
Wilmington in North Carolina (herb. N. Y. Bot. Garden, W. M. 
Canby, 1867). Towards the south it has not been found nearer 
than Florida and southern Georgia. 

Solidago verna M. A. Curtis. 

Collected on earth dam opposite Paper Mill, Hartsville, South 
Carolina, May, 1909. Hitherto this very rare plant has not been 
found except in eastern North Carolina and no exact locality is 
known except near Wilmington, where it was discovered by Rev. 
M. A. Curtis. 

In the Flora of North America, Torrey and Gray (2 : 205. 
1842), 5. verna is given on authority of Curtis from "open sandy 
pine woods near Wilmington, and Lenoir County, North Carolina," 
to which is added " (Florida, Herb, Rafinesque /)." But in Gray's 
Synoptical Flora of North America, Lenoir County, North Carolina, 
and Florida are omitted from its habitat and it is given only from 
" open and sandy pine woods near Wilmington, N. Carolina, 
Curtis." From this it would seem that its occurrence in Florida 
has not been established ; but as to Lenoir County, which lies 
some seventy miles north of Wilmington, if Curtis said he found 
it there, its occurrence there can scarcely be doubted. In his 
' Catalogue of the Indigenous and Naturalized Plants " of North 
Carolina (Geol. and Nat. History Survey of North Carolina, 
Part III, Raleigh, 1867) Dr. Curtis himself gives 5. verna only 
from the low districts "(low dist.)." 

So far as I have been able to discover, S. verna has been dis- 
tributed only by Rev. M. A. Curtis, Dr. T. F. Wood, and Mr. 
Gerald McCarthy, all of whom seem to have collected their plants 
around Wilmington. The species is listed in Wood and McCarthy's 
Wilmington Flora (Journal of the Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society, 
3: J J. 1886), and in McCarthy's distribution list of "Flora of 
Eastern North Carolina" of 1885. 

The occurrence of the plant at Hartsville, South Carolina, 
extends its range about one hundred and ten miles to the westward. 

Juncus abortivus Chapman. 

Four plants were collected in a damp grassy meadow in Burnt 



Coker : Additions to the flora of the Carolinas 637 

Bay about one third of a mile behind the residence of Maj. J. L. 
Coker, Hartsville, South Carolina. Comparison with a sheet from 
Chapman's own herbarium leaves no doubt that this determination 
is correct. The species has heretofore been known only from 
western Florida near the coast. The Hartsville station extends 
its range over four hundred miles northward. 
Scirpus subterminialis Torr. 

A large quantity of this rush, hitherto supposed to be entirely 
northern, was found in the stream just below the " race " at 
Kilgore's Mill, about one mile from Hartsville. The species 
ranges across the northern part of the United States and Canada 
and has not been reported before south of New Jersey. However, 
on examining the sheets of this species at the New York Botanical 
Garden, it was found that it had been collected at Morrisonville, 
Mississippi, by S. M. Tracy in 1898. It is therefore probable that 
the species will be found to extend over the Southeastern and 
Gulf states. 

Cyperus Martindalei Britton. 

This small sedge is very common in the sand hills near 
Hartsville, S. C. It has not been known before except from 
Florida and the Gulf Coast. 
Crotalaria Purshii DC. 

Reported in Small's Flora from "Georgia and Florida to 
Louisiana," and it does not seem to have been reported farther 
to the northeast. It was collected by me at Hartsville, South 
Carolina, in flat sandy pine-barrens and it has been collected by 
House in Oconee County, South Carolina, in 1906, and by Huger 
in North Carolina (herb. N. Y. Bot. Garden). 

Vaccininium fuscatum Ait. 

Given in Small's Flora from " Georgia to Florida, Arkansas, 
and Louisiana," and supposed to be a Florida and Gulf Coast 
plant. The species was collected in wet soil in "Burnt Bay," 
Hartsville, South Carolina, May 24, 1909. This extends its range 
three hundred miles northward. 
Gentiana Elliottii Chapman \JDasy Stephana parvifolia (Chapm.) 

Small] . 

In the fall of 1907 a pure white form of this species was col- 
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lected on the side of a ditch near the Pee Dee river at Society- 
Hill, Darlington County, South Carolina, and sent me by Mr. 
P. H. Rogers.* The plant was again collected by Mr. Rogers 
at the same place in October, 1908. The plants are said to have 
been rather numerous in 1907, but the ditch was worked over 
soon after and in 1908 there were only a few to be found. I now 
have four specimens of this interesting form. Albinos seem not 
to have been previously recorded for this species. 

Limodorum tuberosum L. {Calopogon pulchellus R. Br.). 

Three plants of the white form were found among sphagnum 
on the edge of a bay on the north side of Paper Mill Lake, Harts- 
ville, S. C, May 23, 1909, and Mr. P. H. Rogers has since 
collected it in the vicinity of Hartsville. This albino has been 
reported from Moor's Landing, New Jersey, by Dr. Britton (Bull. 
Torrey Club 17: 125. 1890) and by Paine from Genesee 
County, New York (Cat. PI. Oneida County, 86. 1865), but I 
can find no record of its occurrence in the Carolinas. The normal 
form is plentiful at Hartsville. 

In conclusion I wish to thank Dr. John K. Small and Dr. 
N. L. Britton for assistance extended me in the preparation of 
this paper. 

University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 

* It is interesting to note that Society Hill was for several years the home of the 
gifted botanist, Rev. M. A. Curtis. 



